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Introduction to Comprehension Activities

The following activities are designed to develop the child’s understanding of lan-
guage. Each activity has instructions which contain “key words”. These words are
underlined and represent the number of vocabulary a child must understand in or-
der to follow the instruction correctly.

NB. For a “key” word to be valid there must be a contrast item.

Example

The child is presented a tall and a short man and lady and a selection of big and
little objects and instructed “Give a big hat to the tall lady.” They need to under-
stand the 4 key words underlined, i.e. that it is hat and not another object, and that
it is big rather than small, that it is the lady rather than the man and that she tall ra-
ther short.

Role Reversal

You may also want to develop the child’s understanding of expressive language.
This can be done by taking it in turns to give instructions. Initially the child may
need a lot of prompting and explanation that he/she is now the “teacher” and must
tell you what to do.

If he/she finds it difficult, you could begin by splitting it up into easier stages.

E.g. A: “Who shall we have — the lady or the man?”
C: “The man”

A: “Is the man tall or short?”
C: “Tall’

Original Concept by Karen Stockman and Helen Jones
Updated by Rona Gaffney 2015
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A: “What does the tall man want?”
C: “Big umbrella”

A: “So the tall man wants the big umbrella. Can you tell me

now?”

C “The tall man wants the big umbrella”

General points

1. Demonstrate each activity first to the child.

2. Don't split up the instructions as this reduces the level of
understanding.

Original Concept by Karen Stockman and Helen Jones
Updated by Rona Gaffney 2015
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Activity 1 — Food Game

Storyline

Pretend you are working in a cafe and have to put the correct food in
the correct place. Some people are going to go on a picnic and need the
food in a basket and some people are going to eat in the café and need
their food on a plate.

Directions on carrying out the 4 key word instructions:

Place the red plate, the blue plate, the red basket and the blue basket in
front of the child. Place some of the food items in front of the child (as
many as you feel they are able to cope with). As the child improves in
the activity, you can increase the number of food pictures.

Instructions containing 4 key words

Can you put a strawberry and an orange on the red plate.

| want a doughnut and a pizza in my blue basket

Mary needs some bread and a sausage on her blue plate.

Continue until all the items are used up.

Original concept by Karen Stockman and Helen Jones
Updated by Rona Gaffney 2015

© Speech & Language Therapy, Humber NHS Foundation Trust

www.humber.nhs.uk




| 4
e T 1snu| uonepuno SHN Jequny ‘Adelsy) ebenfue g yoseds @ JNnTsyuiasquuinytmMmanmn
5102 Aeuyen euoy Aq pajepdn

SBUO UBJoH UBWY00)S uaiey Aq 1daouod jeulbuQ

isnu] uonilepunoc4 SHN mC_MWD__W\K/ Ucm. .
SHN EEETTLIY U3esH mcSan_Q.ﬁm_



1SNJ| uonepuno4 SHN Jequiny ‘Adesay) abenbue g yoseds @ JFNTsyuiisaquiny imanmn

5102 Aeuyen euoy Aq pajepdn
SOUO UBJBH pue uewxo0)s uasey Aq 1desuod jeuibug

15N4] UOIEPUNOd SHN bulaqjom pue

MMNNE JoquinH yijeaH buinoiadui



1SNJ| uonepunod SHN Jequny ‘Adeiay) abenbueT g yoeads @ N sSyuaaquuny -AAAAA

10z Aeuges euoy Aq pejepdn
SBUOI UBJSH PUE UBLO0}S uaiey Aq jdesuod jeuibug

15N1] UOIEPUNO4 SHN bulaq)la pue

mNNE JaquiniH YljeaH buinoaduwy



1SnJ] uonepuno4 SHN Jaquny ‘Adesay] ebenbuer y yosads G N SYuIaquiny - MmANN

510z Aeuyes euoy Aq pajepdn
SOUOI US[oH pue uewo0)s uaiey Aq ydesuos jeuibup

pm::.co_um_uc:ou_mIZ @C_WD:M\K/UC_W .._
E 1_qwinH YieoH @CSO\_QE_Q



1SnJ] uonepunod SHN Jequny ‘Adessy) sbenbue g yosads @ M}N-syuuaquiny -AAAAN

G10Z Asuyes euoy Aq pajepdn
S8UO UBJaH pue uewyo0}s ualey Aq ydaouos [euibuQ

sni] uonepunocd SHN mCMWDZW\K/ pue
ENE J2quinH yiesaH @c_>oarc_°



1sn4) uonepuno4 SHN Jequny ‘Adesay] ebenbuen @ yoseds @ N SYUISqUUINY AANAN

610z Aeuyeg euoy Aq pajepdn
SaUO USJ9H PUE UuewWXD0)S ualey Ag 1desuos jeulbug

\
&

-
\ 4
©

R e -
b S T BT
o

1sNJ] uonepunod SHN Buiag|a/m pue "
m.--.NE 1_qwinH yijeoaH mc.SOLQE_o

i
o X



r/lmproving Health Humber m

/ and Wellbeing NHS Foundation Trust

Activity 2 — Garden Game

Storyline

The boy and girl don't like their gardens and want to add lots of animals
to brighten them up. Can you help them?

Directions on carrying out the 4 key word instructions:

Place the pictures of the animals, boy in his garden and girl in her gar-
dens in front of the child.

Instructions containing 4 key words

Put a yellow butterfly in the boy’s tree.
Put a blue fish in the girl’s pond.

The girl wants a red bird on her grass.

Continue until all the items are used up.

Original concept by Karen Stockman and Helen Jones
Updated by Rona Gaffney 2015
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Activity 3 — Holiday Game

Storyline

It's time to go on holiday. Things need to be sorted out into the correct
bags and cases. Can you help the family get ready for their holiday.

Directions on carrying out the 4 key word instructions:

Place the pictures of the cases, bags and holiday items in front of the
child. Star off with a few holiday pictures and then as the child becomes
more confident, increase the number of holiday items.

Instructions containing 4 key words

Put the suncream and the flippers in the yellow bag.

The ticket and the passport go in the blue case.
Can you put the money and the sunglasses in the yellow case.

Continue until all the items are used up.

Original concept by Karen Stockman and Helen Jones
Updated by Rona Gaffney 2015

© Speech & Language Therapy, Humber NHS Foundation Trust
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Activity 4 — Tidying the Kitchen Game

Storyline

The kitchen has become very messy and needs to be tidied up. Can you
help put the things in the correct place.

Directions on carrying out the 4 key word instructions:

Place the pictures of the shelves, cupboards and food items in front of
the child and then give them the instructions. Once they are able to cor-
rectly follow the instructions 80% of the time, you can reverse roles woith
the child and they can give you the instructions.

Instructions containing 4 key words
Put the full bottle on the blue shelf.
Put the empty jar in the red cupboard.
The empty carton needs to go on the red shelf.

Continue until all the items are used up.

Original concept by Karen Stockman and Helen Jones
Updated by Rona Gaffney 2015

© Speech & Language Therapy, Humber NHS Foundation Trust

www.humber.nhs.uk




1SN uoilepuno4 SHN Jequny ‘Adessy] abenbue ® yosads @ }NTsyuusaquuiny -AmAn N

610z Asuyes euoy Ag psiepdn
SOUO[ UBIOH pue UBLNO0}S ualey| Aq jdesuo) jeulbup

1sNJ] uonepunod SHN bulaqjem pue

HE JaquinH Y1jeaH buinouduug v



1snJ| uonepuno4 SHN Jequny ‘Adelay] ebenbuer g yosadsg @ NN SYU ADGUUNY AANAN

610z Aeuye9 euoy Aq pajepdn
SOUOI* UBjeH pUe UBWH20]S ualey Aq jdeouo) [euibup

.

1snJij uollepunod sHN @C;@Q:M\K/ pug

MMNNE JoquinH yyeaH buinosdw) £ 4



1shJ] uonepunod SHN Jequny ‘Adesay] ebenbue y yosads @ N SYUASQUINY ANNAN

610z feuyes euoy Aq palepdn
SBUO US| pUE UBWD0}S uale)y Aq jdasuo) [eulbuQ

1snJ] uonepunod SHN @C.@D:mw\x/ pue N

E Jaquiny YijeaH buinouduwl v



/

isnij uonepunocd SHN

SHN ST

1SnJ| uonepuno4 SHN Jaquny ‘Adesay) sbenbue g yosads G

FANTsyutiasquuiny AN

G510z Asuyes euoy Aq pajepdn
SBUOI US[9H PUE UBW20}S ualey Aq 1desuos jeulbuo

\

buiagjiem pue
yljeaH buinoiduug




1snJ] uollepunod SHN Jequiny ‘Adesay) ebenbue g yoseds @ N syuuaquuny AmMANAn

G510z Aeuyen euoy Aq pejepdn
S8UOI UajaH pue uewoolg ualey Aq 1dasuo) [euibuQp

ums,_._.co_pmvc:ou_mIZ @CED:@\K/UCW .
m.--.E Jaquini yljeoH mcSOLQE_o



}snJ| uonepuno- SHN Jequny ‘Adesay) ebenbue g yosadg @ M N SYUADGUINY AAANAN

510z Asugen euoy Aq pajepdn
SOUOIM UsjaH pue uewyd0}s ualey Aq jdeouo? |eulbugp

ISNJ] uoliepunod SHN @C.@D:@\x) puge
E JaquwinH yleaH buinoadu 0



Olmproving Health Humber m

and Wellbeing NHS Foundation Trust

Ld

Activity 5 — Muddled Up Things

Storyline

The people have muddled all their things u. Who wants what? Some of
them want their own things back, some want to borrow someone else’s.
Can you help them?

Directions on carrying out the 4 key word instructions:

Place the pictures of the tall boy, the short boy, the tall girl, the short girl
and the big and small item pictures in front of the child. Give them the in-
structions. Once they are able to correctly follow the instructions 80% of
the time, you can reverse roles with the child and they can give you the
instructions.

Instructions containing 4 key words

Give a big hat to the tall girl.
Put a little tie on the tall man.
The short man wants the big umbrella.

Continue until all the items are used up.

Original concept by Karen Stockman and Helen Jones
Updated by Rona Gaffney 2015
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Activity 6 — Number, Colours and Places Game

Storyline

Can you put the right item in the right place or give the correct item to
the right person. (The game can be played by either giving items to other
children or putting them around the room.)

Directions on carrying out the 4 key word instructions:

Place the pictures in front of the child. Give them the instructions. Once
they are able to correctly follow the instructions 80% of the time, you can
reverse roles with the child and they can give you the instructions.

Instructions containing 4 key words

Give three yellow bricks to Sarah.

Put two blue pencils on the chair.

Put one green button on the floor.

Continue until all the items are used up.

Original concept by Karen Stockman and Helen Jones
Updated by Rona Gaffney 2015
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